
 

 

 
 

CALL to WORSHIP - adapted from Tim Graves                                                                    Pastor Rachel Rhodes 

One: We gather as people on a journey. 
All: We believe and we have doubts; we honor God and we sin against God.  We are 
 imperfect, and still beloved by God. 
One: Love and grace.  Hope and faith.  These are the essence of the one we call God. 
All: We open our hearts to God this day.  We come before God to worship. 
One: Speak to us, God!  Continue creating us! 
All: Inspire our hearts.  Enlighten our minds.  Guide our actions and our worship this 
 day.  Let us worship God together! 

 

HYMN — O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing                                                                                             AZMON 

O for a thousand tongues to sing 
my dear Redeemer's praise, 

the glories of my God and King, 
the triumphs of God's grace! 

 

The name of Jesus charms our fears, 
and bids our sorrows cease, 

sings music in the sinner's ears, 
brings life, and health, and peace. 

 

Christ speaks, and listening to his voice 
new life the dead receive; 

the mournful waken to rejoice; 
the poor in heart believe. 

 

My gracious Master and my God, 
assist me to proclaim, 

to spread through all the earth abroad 
the honors of thy name. 

 

To God all glory, praise, and love 
be now and ever given 

by saints below and saints above, 
the church in earth and heaven. 

 

PRAYER of  CONFESSION                                                                                 Rev. Jack McAnlis 

God of empty tombs and empty people: when we hesitate to speak of your hope, forgive us, 
and give us voice.  When we find it difficult to love another, forgive us, and give us new 
compassion.  When we want to stand with the high and mighty, forgive us, and put us next 
to the poor and oppressed.  When we stay locked behind our fears and doubts, forgive us, 
and send us out to share your grace.  When we busy ourselves so much that we miss our 
chance to see you, forgive us, and open our eyes to behold your love.  When we cannot 
believe your Word of new life, forgive us, and fill us with your joy.  

(Time for silent prayer and confession.) 

 
 
 

WORSHIP for JULY 25, 2021 
NINTH SUNDAY 
after PENTECOST 

Grounded in the grace of God, we are a  
vibrant Christian community, disciples of all ages,  

gathered for worship and nurture, scattered to serve and to love.  

MPC Mission Statement adopted by the Session March 31, 2008 



 

 

PROMISE of  FORGIVENESS         

One: Christ comes into every shadowed corner of our lives with the light of Easter.  Christ 
 comes into the locked rooms of our faults, and gifts us with grace and hope.  Christ comes, 
 to fill us with peace, that we may proclaim the good news of mercy and forgiveness.  
 Rejoice, for in the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 

All: Thanks be to God!  Alleluia!  Amen! 
 

RESPONSE to GOD’S GRACE — Glory to the Father    GLORIA PATRI 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. 

Amen. Amen. Amen. 

SCRIPTURE READING — John 20:19-29         
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the 
disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
‘Peace be with you.’  After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side.  Then the disciples 
rejoiced when they saw the Lord.  Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you.  As the Father has 
sent me, so I send you.’  When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, ‘Receive 
the Holy Spirit.  If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, 
they are retained.’ 

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came.  
So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’  But he said to them, ‘Unless I see the 
mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I 
will not believe.’ 

Reach out your hand and put it in my side.  Do not doubt but believe.’  Thomas answered him, 
‘My Lord and my God!’  Jesus said to him, ‘Have you believed because you have seen me?  Blessed 
are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.’ 

One: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 

SERMON                       Just Keep Swimming?                                                     Pastor Rhodes 
 

AFFIRMATION of  FAITH — Apostles' Creed 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his 
only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the 
third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the 
dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the 
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

HYMN — I Need Thee Every Hour                                                                                             NEED 

I need thee every hour, most gracious Lord; 
no tender voice like thine can peace afford. 

 

Refrain 
I need thee, O I need thee, every hour I need thee! 

O bless me now, my Savior I come to thee! 
 

I need thee every hour; stay thou near by; 
temptations lose their power when thou art nigh. 

 

Refrain 
 



 

 

I need thee every hour; teach me thy will, 
and thy rich promises in me fulfill. 

 

Refrain 
 

I need thee every hour, Most Holy One; 
O make me thine indeed, thou blessed Son. 

 

Refrain 
 

O R D I N A T I O N ,  I N S T A L L A T I O N  
a n d  C O M M I S S I O N  o f  O F F I C E R S  

 
LITANY 

One: There are varieties of gifts, but it is the same Spirit who gives them. 
All: There are different ways of serving God, but it is the same Lord who is served. 
One: God works through each person in a unique way, but it is God's purpose that is 
 accomplished. 
All: To each is given a gift of the Spirit to be used for the common good. 
One: Together we are the body of Christ, and individually members of it. 
 

PRAYER of ORDINATION 
All: Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon your servants whom you called 
 through baptism as your own.  Grant them the same mind that was in Christ Jesus.  
 Give them the gifts of your Holy Spirit to build up the church, to strengthen the 
 common life of your people, and to lead with compassion and vision.  In the walk of 
 faith and for the work of ministry, give to your servants gladness and strength, 
 discipline and hope, humility, humor, and courage, and an abiding sense of your 
 presence.  And give us courage and discipline to follow where your servants lead us, 
 that together we may declare your wonderful deeds and share your love with the 
 world through Jesus Christ, the Lord of all.  Amen. 

 

HYMN — Will You Come and Follow Me                    KELVINGROVE 

Lord, your summons echoes true when you but call my name, 
Let me turn and follow you and never be the same. 

In your company I'll go where your love and footsteps show. 
This I'll move and live and grow in you and you in me. 

 
S E N D I N G  

 
CHARGE and BLESSING  
 

POSTLUDE — We Walk by Faith and Not by Sight                DUNLAP'S CREEK 
We walk by faith and not by sight; 

with gracious words draw near, 
O Christ, who spoke as none e'er spoke: 

"My peace be with you here." 
 

We may not touch your hands and side, 
nor follow where you trod; 

but in your promise we rejoice 
and cry, "My Lord and God!" 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Help then, O Lord, our unbelief; 
and may our faith abound 

to call on you when you are near 
and seek where you are found. 

 

And when our life of faith is done, 
in realms of clearer light 

may we behold you as you are, 
with full and endless sight. 

 
 

QUESTIONS for REFLECTION 

- What might be getting in the way of your encounter with the risen Christ? 

 

 
 

OTHERS PARTICIPATING IN TODAY'S SERVICE 
Tim Carpenter – Director of Music 

Michael Cooney – Organist 

Video Ministry Volunteers 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
*Please note all announcements for Sunday bulletins are due by noon the Tuesday before  

they are to be published.  Please email announcements to Bulletin@MPCusa.net. 

BACKPACK DRIVE! 
The Deacon’s are excited to announce that this year we are continuing to serve students in Morrisville, Bensalem, 
and Bristol by holding our annual Back-to-School Backpack Drive.  The Ivin’s Outreach Center will distribute the 
bags to students with the greatest need in these districts, to girls and boys in grades 9-12. 

We are asking our “generous” congregation to put specific items in a backpack or messenger bag and place them 
in the bins located in the Communication Center before or after Sunday Service or at 7:30 p.m. on Monday 
evenings.  

If you would like to make a monetary donation to this important drive, you can do so online or by sending in a 
check to the church office.  Please include “Backpack Drive” in the memo line.  

Backpacks and donations will be accepted up until Sunday, August 29.  Thank you so much for your generosity 
and for making this back-to-school year so special for these students.  If you have any questions, please contact 
Patti at 267-394-0776.  Thanking you in advance, Patti Sheffer and Lori Newman 

Please include these items in the backpack for high school students: 

 

Single-Subject Spiral Notebooks 
2-Pocket Folders 
3- Ring Binders 
Loose Leaf College Ruled Paper 
Colored Binder Dividers 

Dictionary/Thesaurus 
Book covers 
Wire-Bound Weekly Planner 
Sticky Notes/Flags 
12-inch Ruler 

#2 Pencils 
Black/Blue Pens 
Highlighters/Markers 
Colored Pencils 
Pencil Sharpener/Eraser 


