
 

 

 
G A T H E R I N G 

PRELUDE — My Shepherd Will Supply My Need - Mark Hayes         Yun Kang 
 

CALL to WORSHIP                      Carol Carpenter 
One: Our help is in the name of the Lord,  
All: Who made heaven and earth.  
One: In life and in death  
All: We belong to God.  
One: Baptized into Christ’s death  
All: We live unto Him. Come, let us worship God!  

 

HYMN — O for a World                                                                                          AZMON 
O for a world where everyone 

respects each other's ways, 
where love is lived and all is done 

with justice and with praise. 
 

O for a world where goods are shared 
and misery relieved, 

where truth is spoken, children spared, 
equality achieved. 

 

We welcome one world family 
and struggle with each choice 

that opens us to unity 
and gives our vision voice. 

 

The poor are rich; the weak are strong; 
the foolish ones are wise. 

Tell all who mourn:  outcasts belong, 
who perishes will rise. 

 

O for a world preparing for 
God's glorious reign of peace, 

where time and tears will be no more, 
and all but love will cease. 

 

PRAYER of  CONFESSION -                                                                  Pastor Alex Lester-Abdalla 

Eternal God, in every age you have raised up individuals to live and die in faith.  We confess that 
we are indifferent to your will.  You call us to proclaim your name, but we are silent.  You call us to 
do what is just, but we remain idle.  You call us to live faithfully, but we are afraid.  In your mercy, 
forgive us.  Give us courage to follow in your way, that joined with those from ages past, who have 
served you with faith, hope, and love, we may inherit the kingdom you promised in Jesus Christ. 

 

SILENT PRAYERS of  CONFESSION                                      Here each worshiper may offer silent prayers of confession. 
 

 
 
 
 

WORSHIP for OCTOBER 31, 2021 
ALL SAINTS' SUNDAY 

 

Grounded in the grace of God, we are a  
vibrant Christian community, disciples of all ages,  

gathered for worship and nurture, scattered to serve and to love.  

MPC Mission Statement adopted by the Session March 31, 2008 



 

 

PROMISE of  FORGIVENESS         

One: Hear the good news: We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves.  If we live, we live 
 to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s.  
 For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the living and the 
 dead.  When we were baptized in Christ Jesus, we were baptized into his death.  We were buried so 
 that as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of God, we too might walk in newness of life.  
 Friends, believe the good news of the Gospel:  
All: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven!  Thanks be to God!  Alleluia!  Amen! 

 

RESPONSE to GOD’S GRACE — Glory to the Father    GLORIA PATRI 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. 

Amen. Amen. Amen. 

PRAYER for REMEMBRANCE and THANKSGIVING  
One: Living God, in whom there is no shadow or change; our help in ages past, our hope for years to 
 come, we thank you for the gift of life eternal, and for the saints of all times and places who have 
 walked the road of faith before us and beside us.   
All: We thank you for all the saints remembered and forgotten, for those dear souls most 
 precious to us, who having served you well, now rest from their labors. 
One: We thank you for their witness to your love and their commitment to your justice. 
All: We thank you for their trust in your mercy and the joy they shared in serving you.  By their 
 example, remind us of our calling to continue their faithful work, as we too walk in the light 
 of your love. 
One: God of grace and peace, today we especially remember the saints from among this community who 
 have departed our company over the past year.  We rejoice that no one can look upon death and 
 not look beyond it, just as no one can think of night without thinking of the glorious dawn to 
 follow.  
All: We rejoice in the security of those whom you have called unto yourself.  They go out from 
 us but not into darkness, for they go into the light of your everlasting love.   
One: We thank you particularly this day for… 

One:  Merciful God, we thank you for their faithful witness, for their courage amidst strife and their hope 
 in the face of death.  We remember so many other saints who have walked this road with us, those 
 whom we have named and those whom we have lifted in the quiet of our hearts. 
All: Continue to inspire us by their faithful witness, O God, that we too might join in bringing 
 your love, justice, mercy, and peace to our world. 
One: Eternal God, as we walk this pilgrim way, make our faith firm, our hope clear, and our love pure, 
 that we might join the saints of all the ages in praise eternal.  We thank you that by dying Christ 
 destroyed the power of death, and by rising from the grave opened the way to eternal life. 
All: Help us to know that because he lives, we shall live also, and that neither death nor life, nor 
 angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor 
 anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ 
 Jesus our Lord.  Amen.  

 
 
 
 

Linda M. Alexander 
Dorothy B. Barker 

Loretta Beadle 
Rae B. Bennett 

Dorothy E. Brambley 
Elisabeth Cloud 
Marian C. Earle 

Marilyn Ruth Ellis 
Sandra E. Foster 

Nancy Barron Gaston 
Mary Jane Harris 

Barbara A. Harveson 
Bruce R. Jablon 

Dorine B. McGary 
Agnes W. Northrup 
Louise Shoemaker 

John S. Wilson 
Suzanne H. Wilson 



 

 

HYMN — For All the Saints                                                                                         SINE NOMINE 

For all the saints who from their labors rest, 

who thee by faith before the world confessed, 

thy name, O Jesus, be forever blest. 

Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

L I T U R G Y  o f  t h e  W O R D  

OLD TESTAMENT READING — from Psalm 103  
One: Bless the Lord, O my soul. Bless the Lord.  
All: God’s dominion is forever.  
One: As for us our days are grass;  
All: Like a flower of the field, we flourish and then we die.  
One: But the steadfast love of God is from everlasting to everlasting,  
All: And God’s righteousness is to children’s children.  
One: The grass withers and the flower fades;  
All: But the word of the Lord stands forever.  
One: Bless the Lord, O my soul. Bless the Lord.  
All: God’s dominion is forever.  
One: This is the Word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 

ANTHEM — I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light - arr. Paul Manz                                                           Chancel Choir 

I want to walk as a child of the light. 
I want to follow Jesus. 

God set the stars to give light to the world. 
The star of my life is Jesus. 

In Him, there is no darkness at all. 
The night and the day are both alike. 

The Lamb is the light of the city of God. 
Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 

I want to see the brightness of God. 
I want to look at Jesus. 

 

Clear sun of righteousness, shine on my path, 
And show me the way to the Father. 
In Him, there is no darkness at all. 
The night and the day are both alike. 

The Lamb is the light of the city of God. 
Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 

 

I'm looking for the coming of Christ. 
I want to be with Jesus. 

When we have run with patience the race, 
We shall know the joy of Jesus. 

In Him, there is no darkness at all. 
The night and the day are both alike. 

The Lamb is the light of the city of God. 
Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 

      --Words and music by Kathleen Thomerson 
 

NEW TESTAMENT READING — John 11:32-44 
When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, ‘Lord, if you had been 
here, my brother would not have died.’  When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also 
weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved.  He said, ‘Where have you laid him?’  They 
said to him, ‘Lord, come and see.’  Jesus began to weep.  So the Jews said, ‘See how he loved him!’  But 
some of them said, ‘Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?’ 
 

 



 

 

Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb.  It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it.  Jesus 
said, ‘Take away the stone.’  Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, ‘Lord, already there is a stench 
because he has been dead for four days.’  Jesus said to her, ‘Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would 
see the glory of God?’  So they took away the stone.  And Jesus looked upwards and said, ‘Father, I thank 
you for having heard me.  I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd 
standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.’  When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, 
‘Lazarus, come out!’  The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face 
wrapped in a cloth.  Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, and let him go.’ 

The grass withers and the flower fades, but the Word of the Lord will stand forever.   

One: This is the Gospel of the Lord.   
All: Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON                                                     In Life and In Death                                               Pastor Rachel Rhodes 

HYMN — How Firm a Foundation                      FOUNDATION 
How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord, 
is laid for your faith in God's excellent Word! 

What more can be said than to you God hath said, 
to you who for refuge to Jesus have fled? 

 

"Fear not, I am with thee, O be not dismayed, 
for I am thy God, and will still give thee aid; 

I'll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand, 
upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand. 

 

"When through the deep waters I call thee to go, 
the rivers of sorrow shall not overflow; 

for I will be near thee, thy troubles to bless, 
and sanctify to thee thy deepest distress. 

 

"When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie, 
my grace, all sufficient, shall be thy supply; 
the flame shall not hurt thee; I only design 
thy dross to consume, and thy gold to refine. 

 

"The soul that on Jesus hath leaned for repose, 
I will not, I will not desert to its foes; 

that soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake, 
I'll never, no, never, no, never forsake." 

 

AFFIRMATION of FAITH — Apostles' Creed 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his only Son 
our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the 
dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic 
Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting.  Amen. 
 

OFFERING    
 Invitation to Give 
 Doxology — Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow                                                                       OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
Amen. 

 Prayer of Dedication 
 

 



 

 

R E C E P T I O N  o f  N E W  M E M B E R S  
 

PRAYER 
Holy God, we praise you for calling us to be a servant people, and for gathering us into the body of 
Christ.  We thank you for choosing to add to our number brothers and sisters in faith.  Together, 
may we live in your Spirit, and so love one another, that we may have the mind of Jesus Christ our 
Lord, to whom we give honor and glory.  Amen.   

 

S E N D I N G  
 

HYMN — For All the Saints           SINE NOMINE 

For all the saints who from their labors rest, 

who thee by faith before the world confessed, 

thy name, O Jesus, be forever blest. 

Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

O blest communion, fellowship divine! 

We feebly struggle; they in glory shine; 

yet all are one in thee, for all are thine. 

Alleluia!  Alleluia! 

From earth's wide bounds, from ocean's farthest coast, 

through gates of pearl streams in the countless host, 

singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

Alleluia!  Alleluia! 
 

POSTLUDE — Postlude in F major - Alexandre Guilmant 
 
 

QUESTIONS for REFLECTION 

- Where is restoration needed in your life? 
- How is God at work in your money story? 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MPC Weekly Calendar 

SUNDAY, October 31 
 9:30 a.m. Sunday School for All Ages 
 10:30  Worship Service Sanctuary 
 10:30  Worship Service Livestream 
 

MONDAY, November 1 
 6:30 p.m. Mostly Motets Sanctuary 
 7:00 Boy Scout Troop 3 Fellowship Hall 
 

TUESDAY, November 2 
 6:00 p.m. Boy Scout Pack 3 Fellowship Hall 
 6:30  Alcoholics Anonymous Room 220 
 7:00 Food Center Room 4 
 

WEDNESDAY, November 3 
 9:00 a.m. Food Center Room 4 
 Noon Brown Bag & Bible Conference Room 
 6:00 p.m. Pack 3 Webelos Room 104 
 6:00 Youth Club Fellowship Hall 
 7:00 Girl Scout Troop 2888 Room 220 
 7:15 Chancel Chimes Sanctuary 
 

THURSDAY, November 4 
 10:00 a.m. Clothing Center Room 4 
 10:00 Mary Jane Harris Funeral Sanctuary
 Noon Alcoholics Anonymous Room 220 
 6:30 p.m. Oakville Girl Scouts Room 220 
 7:00 Chancel Choir Sanctuary 
 

FRIDAY, November 5 
 6:00 p.m. Pack 3 Wolf Den Fellowship Hall 
 7:00 Alcoholics Anonymous Room 220 
 

SATURDAY, November 6 
 8:00 a.m. Girl Scout Troop 2888 Room 220 
 10:00 Elisabeth Cloud Funeral Mem. Garden/ 
   Sanctuary 
 

SUNDAY, November 7 
 9:30 a.m. Sunday School for All Ages 
 10:30  Worship Service Sanctuary 
 10:30  Worship Service Livestream 
 11:30 Anniversary Celebration & Memorial Garden 
  Grounded in Gratitude Picnic  



 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

*Please note all announcements for Sunday bulletins are due by noon the Tuesday before  
they are to be published.  Please email announcements to Bulletin@MPCusa.net. 

GROUNDED IN GRATITUDE PICNIC - YESTERDAY, TODAY, AND FOREVER 
Join us on November 7 following worship for our Anniversary Celebration Grounded in Gratitude picnic held in 
Memorial Gardens.  Limited seating on the paved area will be provided for those with mobility issues and our 
honored 50+ year members.  We ask that everyone else to please bring your own chairs or blankets and spread out 
on the grass.  A boxed lunch will be provided.  Gluten free and vegetarian options will be available.  Please RSVP 
by calling the church office at 215-295-4191 or email at office@MPCusa.net. 
 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!  
Please extend an especially warm welcome to our New Members joining Morrisville Presbyterian Church today:  
Jane Detraz, Bill Miller, and Dave and Sandy Yantz.  What a joy it is to welcome new friends into our mission and 
ministry here at MPC!  

Jane Detraz has decided to come home to the church family she loves.  She initially joined MPC in 1975 and was 
a member for 35 years.  She was blessed to be a secretary at MPC for 16 years as well as the wedding coordinator, 
but left after the church office began downsizing in 2009.  Last year she received a call asking if she would like to 
volunteer at the Clothing Center and the rest is history.  She now volunteers and loves every minute of it!  Though 
Jane is widowed, she feels a special connection to her husband when sitting in the pews of MPC.  Jane lives in 
Lower Makefield and is a mother of three, grandmother of three, and great grandmother of 6.  Jane is an ordained 
Deacon who served several terms.  She loves helping people and currently enjoys making soup for the Ivins 
Outreach Center.  She feels blessed and grateful to be back at MPC. 
 

Bill Miller grew up in Haddon Heights, New Jersey and was baptized at Bethany Presbyterian Church in 1951.  
Bill married Laurita in 1983 and became a member of Absecon Presbyterian Church in 1997, where he was 
ordained as an Elder in 1998.  From 1971 to 1993 Bill worked for Honeywell Inc. as a pipefitter.  Bill started his 
own company in 1993 as a licensed contractor, designing and installing building control systems. In 2007 Bill sold 
the company, he and Laurita retired, and they moved to Little Torch Key, Florida where Bill became a member of 
Peace Covenant Presbyterian Church.  Bill has been attending MPC while staying at their summer home in Yardley 
Borough since 2019.  Bill and Laurita have now moved to Washington Crossing, PA and Bill looks forward to 
being an active member of Morrisville Presbyterian Church. 
 

Dave and Sandy Yantz met in September 1971, while teaching at Quarry Hill Elementary School and were 
married at MPC in 1973.  They continued to teach in the Pennsbury district for 30 plus years.  Dave & Sandy have 
two children, Chris and Amanda, both of whom were baptized and raised at MPC.  The family enjoyed 34 
summers at their home on Long Beach Island.  Together, they love travelling, especially cruising.  Dave and Sandy 
are avid gardeners and Sandy is often found in the kitchen baking or candy creating.  Morrisville Presbyterian 
Church has been a big part of their lives for many years.  They have each served on boards of the church, were 
lead parents of Youth Club years ago, and today they can be found making soup for the Ivins Outreach Center.  
"We have many treasured memories of MPC, and are anxious to return home!" 

CONTACT  US  

MORRISVI LLE  PRESBYTERI AN CHURCH  S TAFF  
771 North Pennsylvania Ave. | Morrisville, PA 19067 | 215.295.4191 | Office@MPCusa.net 

Rachel A. Rhodes, Senior Pastor & Head of Staff (ext. 234) ........................................................ RachelRhodes@MPCusa.net 

Alexander Lester-Abdalla, Associate Pastor (ext. 225) ........................................................ AlexLester-Abdalla@MPCusa.net 

Jack McAnlis, Minister of Visitation (ext. 232) ................................................................................. JackMcAnlis@MPCusa.net 

Timothy Carpenter, Director of Music ........................................................................................... TimCarpenter@MPCusa.net 

Yun Kang, Principal Organist ................................................................................................................. YunKang@MPCusa.net 

David Sterling, Property Manager (ext. 231) ................................................................................... DavidSterling@MPCusa.net 

Laurie Jacobson, Financial Secretary (ext. 226) ........................................................................... LaurieJacobson@MPCusa.net 

Damon Miller, Communication Coordinator ......................................................................................DamonMiller@MPCusa.net 

Nicole Brice, Administrative Assistant (ext. 0) ............................................................................................. Office@MPCusa.net 


