
 

 

 
G A T H E R I N G 

PRELUDE — Air - Gordon Young          Yun Kang 
 

INTROIT — Invocation - text and music by Craig Courtney                                              Carol Carpenter, Tiun Duong, 
                                                                                      & Maureen Kyle 

Come Holy Spirit; Come gentle Dove;  
Descend upon us now in truth and love.  

Bring light where there is falsehood,  
Deliver from confusion;  

O come to us again, we pray.  

Come, Holy Spirit; Come, Breath of God;  
O breathe life where there is death and sin.  
Reveal the Father’s will and glorify the Son;  

And lead us into all truth, we pray.  

O come, thou Flame of Fire, empower us to do Thy will.  
Convict us of unrighteousness.  

Return us to our first love and helps as we pray.  
Purify us today.  

 

CALL to WORSHIP                        Pastor Rachel Rhodes 
One: Spirit of the living God, visit us again this day! 
All:   Come, Holy Spirit. 
One: Like a rushing wind that sweeps away all barriers, 
All: Come, Holy Spirit. 
One: Like tongues of fire that set our hearts aflame, 
All: Come, Holy Spirit. 
One: With love that overlaps the boundaries of race and nation, 
All: Come, Holy Spirit. 
One: With power from above to make our weakness strong, 
All: Come, Holy Spirit.  Let us worship God together! 

 

HYMN — Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness                                                                                                SPIRIT 

Refrain: 
Spirit, spirit of gentleness, 

blow through the wilderness, calling and free. 
Spirit, spirit of restlessness, 

stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea. 
 

You moved on the waters; you called to the deep; 
then you coaxed up the mountains from the valleys of sleep; 

and over the eons you called to each thing, 
"Awake from your slumbers and rise on your wings." 

 

Refrain 
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You swept through the dessert; you stung with the sand; 
and you goaded your people with a law and a land. 

When they were confounded with idols and lies, 
then you spoke through your prophets to open their eyes. 

 

Refrain 
 

You sang in a stable; you cried from a hill; 
then you whispered in silence when the whole world was still. 

And down in the city, you called once again 
when you blew through your people on the rush of the wind. 

 

Refrain 
 

You call from tomorrow; you break ancient schemes; 
from the bondage of sorrow the captives dream dreams. 

Our women see visions; our men clear their eyes. 
With bold new decisions your people arise. 

 

Refrain 
 

PRAYER of  CONFESSION -                                                                        Reverend Jack McAnlis 

Spirit of God, you are the breath of creation, the wind of change that blows through our 
lives, opening us up to new dreams and new hopes, new life in Jesus Christ.  Forgive us our 
closed minds, which barricade themselves against new ideas, preferring the past to what 
you might want to do through us tomorrow.  Forgive our closed eyes, which fail to see the 
needs of your world, blind to opportunities of service and love.  Forgive our closed hands, 
which clutch our gifts and our wealth for our own use alone.  Forgive us our closed hearts, 
which limit our affections to ourselves and our own.  Spirit of new life, forgive us and break 
down the prison walls of our selfishness, that we might be open to your love and open for 
service in your world, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

 

SILENT PRAYERS of CONFESSION                                      Here each worshiper may offer silent prayers of confession. 
 

PROMISE of  FORGIVENESS         

One: People of God, the Spirit of God’s truth has come upon creation and upon you.  For 
 everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.  By the power of the Holy 
 Spirit, in whom we live and move and have our being, let us proclaim the good news of the 
 Gospel:  
All: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven!  Thanks be to God!  Alleluia!  Amen! 

 

RESPONSE to GOD’S GRACE — Glory to the Father    GLORIA PATRI 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. 

Amen. Amen. Amen. 

L I T U R G Y  o f  t h e  W O R D  

SCRIPTURE READING — Acts 2:1-21        
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place.  And suddenly from 
heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they 
were sitting.  Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of 
them.  All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the 
Spirit gave them ability. 

Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem.  And at this 
sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native 
language of each.  Amazed and astonished, they asked, ‘Are not all these who are speaking 



 

 

Galileans?  And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language?  Parthians, Medes, 
Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and 
Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews 
and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s 
deeds of power.’  All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, ‘What does this mean?’  
But others sneered and said, ‘They are filled with new wine.’ 

But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them: ‘Men of Judea and all who 
live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say.  Indeed, these are not drunk, as 
you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning.  No, this is what was spoken through the 
prophet Joel:  “In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your 
old men shall dream dreams.  Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days I will 
pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy.  And I will show portents in the heaven above and 
signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist.  The sun shall be turned to darkness and 
the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day.  Then everyone who 
calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 

The grass withers and the flower fades, but the Word of the Lord will stand forever.   
 

One: This is the Word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 

SERMON                                                   Pentecost in September                                                          Pastor Rhodes 

AFFIRMATION of FAITH — from A Brief Statement of Faith, PC (USA)                                                 
We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life.  The Spirit 
justifies us by grace through faith, sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God and 
neighbor, and binds us together with all believers in the one body of Christ, the church.  
The same Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles rules our faith and life in Christ 
through Scripture, engages us through the Word proclaimed, claims us in the waters of 
baptism, feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation, and calls women and men 
to all ministries of the church.  In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage to 
pray without ceasing, to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to unmask 
idolatries in church and culture, to hear the  voices of peoples long silenced, and to work 
with others for justice, freedom, and peace.  In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, 
we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we 
watch for God’s new heaven and new earth, praying, Come, Lord Jesus!  Amen. 

 

HYMN — Breathe on Me, Breath of God                                                                                    TRENTHAM 

Breathe on me, Breath of God; 
fill me with anew, 

that I may love what thou dost love, 
and do what thou wouldst do. 

 

Breathe on me, Breath of God, 
until my heart is pure, 

until with thee I will one will, 
to do and to endure. 

 

Breathe on me, Breath of God; 
till I am wholly thine, 

until this earthly part of me 
glows with thy fire divine. 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Breathe on me, Breath of God; 
so shall I never die, 

but live with thee the perfect life 
of thine eternity. 

 
S E N D I N G  

 
HYMN — Come, O Spirit, Dwell Among Us                                                   EBENEZER 

Come, O Spirit, dwell among us; come with Pentecostal power; 
give the church a stronger vision; help us face each crucial hour. 
Built upon a firm foundation, Jesus Christ, the Cornerstone, 

still the church is called to mission that God's love shall be made known. 
 

We would raise our alleluias for the grace of yesteryears; 
for tomorrow's unknown pathway hear, O Lord, our humble prayers. 

In the church's pilgrim journey you have led us all the way; 
still in presence move before us, fire by night and cloud by day. 

 

Come, O Spirit, dwell among us; give us words of fire and flame. 
Help our feeble lips to praise you, glorify your holy name. 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, Three in One:  what mystery! 
We would sing our loud hosannas now and through eternity. 

 

POSTLUDE — Toccata in C Major - Carlos Seixas 
 
 

QUESTIONS for REFLECTION 

• How is the wind of God's Spirit moving in your life today? 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

*Please note all announcements for Sunday bulletins are due by noon the Tuesday before  
they are to be published.  Please email announcements to Bulletin@MPCusa.net. 

NEW MEMBERS CLASS:  BELIEVING—BELONGING—BECOMING; OCTOBER 10, 17, & 24, 2021 
If you are not a member at MPC, we would love for you to consider joining us in ministry and mission.  This three
-week class, led by Pastor Rachel Rhodes and Pastor Alex Lester-Abdalla, will be an opportunity to explore church 
membership, whether you’re ready to join or just curious about what that would mean. 
We will explore topics like: 

• What do we believe as Presbyterians? 

• How are we called to be the church in the world? 

• What does ministry and mission look like at MPC? 

• Who is it that God is calling me to be and how can I seek to pursue God’s call more fully through 
membership at MPC? 

This class will gather at 9:00 a.m. for three consecutive Sundays and you’ll be welcomed into membership during 
worship on Sunday, October 31.   

If you are interested in participating, please contact the church office at 215-295-4191 or at 
office@mpcusa.net by Wednesday, October 6.  You may also directly contact Pastor Rachel at 
rachelrhodes@mpcusa.net. 

 



 

 

PEACE AND GLOBAL WITNESS OFFERING - SEASON OF PEACE 
The Peace and Global Witness Offering, one of four special offerings of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), enables 
the church to promote the Peace of Christ by addressing systems of injustice across the world.  By supporting this 
offering you are promoting ministries of reconciliation and peace within cultures of violence and conflict – 
including those near Morrisville, PA!  This offer is to be distributed as follows: 

•25% MPC Congregational Peace Initiatives investing in local responses to injustice and violence. 
•25% Linking congregations in ministries of peace and reconciliation through presbyteries and 
 synods 
•50% Advocating for peace making and justice through collaborative projects of education and 
 Christian witness 

This special offering will be collected on “World Communion Sunday”, October 3, 2021.  Please include “Peace 
and Global Offering” on the comment line of your check or in the "Notes" section of the Online Giving Portal at 
www.mpcusa.org/give.   

As always, thank you for your generous support so that MPC can promote the Peace of Christ! 

Now may the Lord of peace . . .give you peace at all times in all ways. 
        2 Thessalonians 3:16 
 

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY WELCOMES YOUR HELP! 
“How good and pleasant it is when God’s people live together in unity!” Psalm 133:1 

Faith Build 2021 is a project of Habitat Humanity and has designated Bristol Borough as one of its locations.  This 
will be an opportunity for faith groups and congregations based in Bucks County to come together and put their 
faith into action.  Let’s continue to make MPC one of those congregations! 

MPC has a history of supporting Habitat for Humanity, both financially and “hands on”!  MPC was a huge 
supporter for Faith Build 2019. 

There are many ways and levels in which MPC (that’s you!) can get involved.  It may be providing a prayer early in 
the morning for the crew that day, assisting with a lunch or joining a construction crew for the day, painting with 
friends, or supporting the project financially.  The list goes on!  Opportunities abound as well with the Habitat 
Restore locations in Langhorne and Warminster.  In the meantime, prayerfully consider how you may become a 
part of this most worthwhile, faith project, including sign-up opportunities.  If you have questions, please contact 
Ray Hendrickson at 215 495-3114 or visit the Bucks County Habitat for Humanity website at 
www.habitatbucks.org. or http://construction.habitatbucks.volunteerhub.com/ as they are looking for immediate 
help at their construction site. 
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CONTACT  US  

MORRISVI LLE  PRESBYTERI AN CHURCH  S TAFF  

771 North Pennsylvania Ave. | Morrisville, PA 19067 | 215.295.4191 | Office@MPCusa.net 

Rachel A. Rhodes, Senior Pastor & Head of Staff (ext. 234) ........................................................ RachelRhodes@MPCusa.net 

Alexander Lester-Abdalla, Associate Pastor (ext. 225) ........................................................ AlexLester-Abdalla@MPCusa.net 

Jack McAnlis, Minister of Visitation (ext. 232) ................................................................................. JackMcAnlis@MPCusa.net 

Timothy Carpenter, Director of Music ........................................................................................... TimCarpenter@MPCusa.net 

Yun Kang, Principal Organist ................................................................................................................. YunKang@MPCusa.net 

David Sterling, Property Manager (ext. 231) ................................................................................... DavidSterling@MPCusa.net 

Laurie Jacobson, Financial Secretary (ext. 226) ........................................................................... LaurieJacobson@MPCusa.net 

Damon Miller, Communication Coordinator ......................................................................................DamonMiller@MPCusa.net 

Nicole Brice, Administrative Assistant (ext. 0) ............................................................................................. Office@MPCusa.net 

SUNDAY, September 26 
 9:30 a.m. Sunday School for All Ages 
 10:30  Worship Service Sanctuary 
 10:30  Worship Service Livestream 
 

MONDAY, September 27 
 6:30 p.m. Mostly Motets Memorial Garden/ 
   Sanctuary 
 7:00 Boy Scout Troop 3 Fellowship Hall 
 7:00 Boy Scout Troop 3 Lounge 
  Parent Meeting 
 7:00 Boy Scout Pack 3 Room 220 
  Committee Meeting 
 7:00 Session Meeting  
 

TUESDAY, September 28 
 6:30 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous Room 220 
 

WEDNESDAY, September 29 
 9:00 a.m. Food Center Room 4 
 6:00 p.m. Pack 3 Webelos Room 104 

WEDNESDAY, September 29 (continued) 
 6:00 p.m. Youth Club Fellowship Hall 
 6:30 Girl Scout Troop 2888 Room 220 
 7:15 Chancel Chimes  Sanctuary 
 

THURSDAY, September 30 
 10:00 a.m. Clothing Center Room 4 
 Noon Alcoholics Anonymous Room 220 
 6:30 p.m. Oakville Girl Scouts Room 220 
 7:00 Chancel Choir Sanctuary 
 

FRIDAY, October 1 
 6:00 p.m. Pack 3 Wolf Den Fellowship Hall 
 7:00 Alcoholics Anonymous Room 220 
 

SATURDAY, October 2 
  Girl Scout 2888 Yard Sale Fellowship Hall 
 

SUNDAY, October 3 
 9:30 a.m. Sunday School for All Ages 
 10:30  Worship Service Sanctuary 
 10:30  Worship Service Livestream 


