
 

 

 
G A T H E R I N G 

PRELUDE — Two Anthems - Alexandre Guilmant               Yun Kang 
 

LIGHTING of the ADVENT CANDLES                Evans & Stoner families 

He came down that we may have peace;  
he came down that we may have peace;  
he came down that we may have peace;  

hallelujah forever more. 
 

CALL to WORSHIP             Christopher Bannister 
One: If life was a home, then we would pray—  
All: May love be the foundation.  May God be the cornerstone.  May the Spirit be the 
windows—ushering light in.  And may hope be the walls—holding us together.  
One: In this hour of worship, let us work toward building that home together.  
All: We may not know the path ahead, but God is here, even now.  
One: Let us give thanks for a foundation of love.  
All: Let us worship Holy God. 

 

HYMN — O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (verses 1, 2, 6, 7)                                                                 VENI EMMANUEL 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,  
the mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.  
Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.  

 

O come, thou Wisdom from on high, who orderest all things mightily; 
to us the path of knowledge show; teach us in her ways to go. 
Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.  

 

O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer our spirits by thine advent here;  
disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death's dark shadows put to flight.  

Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.  
 

O come, Desire of nations, bind all peoples in one heart and mind;  
bid envy, strife, and discord cease; fill the whole world with heaven's peace.  

Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.  
 

PRAYER of  CONFESSION -                                                                  Pastor Alex Lester-Abdalla 

Holy God, when John was born, Zechariah leaned down and whispered words of love into 
his ear.  We know that you do the same for us, day in and day out, yet we fail to hear it.  We 
forget that in the beginning we were made good.  We doubt that we could possibly be 
enough.  We hustle for our self-worth and wear ourselves out aiming for perfection.  We 
deflect words of praise.  We hide behind shiny first impressions.  Forgive us.  Trusting our 
worth is the hardest job.  Open our ears as you open our hearts, so that we might rest on 
the foundation of goodness you have laid for us.  

 

SILENT PRAYERS of  CONFESSION                                      Here each worshiper may offer silent prayers of confession. 
 
 

WORSHIP for DECEMBER 5, 2021 
SECOND SUNDAY 

OF ADVENT 

Grounded in the grace of God, we are a  
vibrant Christian community, disciples of all ages,  

gathered for worship and nurture, scattered to serve and to love.  

MPC Mission Statement adopted by the Session March 31, 2008 



 

 

PROMISE of  FORGIVENESS         

One: Family of faith, no matter how old we get, God continues to say to us: “You are loved; you 
 are forgiven.”  That is the foundation of our lives.  That is the truth upon which we build 
 our home.  So breathe deeply.  There is grace and peace here.  Join me in proclaiming this 
 good news:  
All: We are loved.  We are forgiven.  We are claimed.  This is our foundation.  Thanks be 
 to God.  Amen. 

 

RESPONSE to GOD’S GRACE — Glory to the Father    GLORIA PATRI 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. 

Amen. Amen. Amen. 

L I T U R G Y  o f  t h e  W O R D  

NEW TESTAMENT READING — Philippians 1:3-11 

I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers 
for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now.  I am confident of 
this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of 
Jesus Christ.  It is right for me to think this way about all of you, because you hold me in your 
heart, for all of you share in God’s grace with me, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and 
confirmation of the gospel.  For God is my witness, how I long for all of you with the compassion 
of Christ Jesus.  And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more and more with 
knowledge and full insight to help you to determine what is best, so that on the day of Christ you 
may be pure and blameless, having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus 
Christ for the glory and praise of God.   

One: This is the Word of the Lord 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL READING — Luke 1:57-80 

Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son.  Her neighbours and relatives 
heard that the Lord had shown his great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her. 

On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they were going to name him Zechariah 
after his father.  But his mother said, ‘No; he is to be called John.’  They said to her, ‘None of your 
relatives has this name.’  Then they began motioning to his father to find out what name he wanted 
to give him.  He asked for a writing-tablet and wrote, ‘His name is John.’  And all of them were 
amazed.  Immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue freed, and he began to speak, praising 
God.  Fear came over all their neighbours, and all these things were talked about throughout the 
entire hill country of Judea.  All who heard them pondered them and said, ‘What then will this 
child become?’  For, indeed, the hand of the Lord was with him. 

Then his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke this prophecy: 
‘Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 
 for he has looked favourably on his people and redeemed them. 
He has raised up a mighty saviour for us 
 in the house of his servant David, 
as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, 
 that we would be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us. 
Thus he has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors, 
 and has remembered his holy covenant, 
the oath that he swore to our ancestor Abraham, 
 to grant us that we, being rescued from the hands of our enemies, 
might serve him without fear, in holiness and righteousness 
 before him all our days. 



 

 

And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; 
 for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, 
to give knowledge of salvation to his people 
 by the forgiveness of their sins. 
By the tender mercy of our God, 
 the dawn from on high will break upon us, 
to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, 
 to guide our feet into the way of peace.’ 

The child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness until the day he appeared 
publicly to Israel. 

One: This is the Word of the Lord.   
All: Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON                                                      Big Dreams, Bigger God                                          Pastor Rachel Rhodes 
 

HYMN — While We Are Waiting, Come                                                                      WAITING 

While we are waiting, come; 
while we are waiting, come. 

Jesus, our Lord, Emmanuel, 
while we are waiting come. 

 

With power and glory, come; 
With power and glory, come. 
Jesus, our Lord, Emmanuel, 
while we are waiting come. 

 

Come, Savior, quickly come; 
Come, Savior, quickly come. 
Jesus, our Lord, Emmanuel, 
while we are waiting come. 

 

AFFIRMATION of  FAITH — from A Brief Statement of Faith 
We trust in God, whom Jesus called Abba, Father.  In sovereign love God created the world 
good.  God acts with justice and mercy to redeem creation.  In everlasting love, the God of 
Abraham and Sarah chose a covenant people to bless all families of the earth.  Hearing 
their cry, God delivered the children of Israel from the house of bondage.  Loving us still, 
God makes us heirs with Christ of the covenant.  Like a mother who will not forsake her 
nursing child, like a father who runs to welcome the prodigal home, God is faithful still.  
With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death can 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Glory be to the Father, and to 
the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

OFFERING    
 Invitation to Give 
 Offertory Music — I Surrender All - Winfield Weeden 
 Doxology — Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow                                                                OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
praise him, all creatures here below; 
praise him above, ye heavenly host; 

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
Amen. 

 
 
 



 

 

S A C R A M E N T  o f  t h e  L O R D ’ S  S U P P E R  
 

INVITATION    
 

PRAYER of  GREAT THANKSGIVING 
One: The Lord be with you. 
All: And also with you. 
One: Lift up your hearts. 
All: We lift them up to the Lord. 
One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (page 35 in the hymnal, debts and debtors) 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, 
as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.  

 

THE BREAKING of the BREAD 
 

COMMUNION of the PEOPLE 
 

COMMUNION ANTHEM — Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence      Chancel Choir 

 17th Century French Carol / arr. Gustav Holst  
 

Let all mortal flesh keep silence, and with fear and trembling stand.  
Ponder nothing earthly minded, for with blessing in his hand  

Christ our God to earth descending comes, our homage to demand. 
 

King of kings, yet born of Mary, as of old on earth he stood,  
Lord of Lords in human vesture in the body and the blood,  
he will give to all the faithful his own self for heavenly food. 

 

Rank on rank the host of heaven spreads its vangard on the way,  
as the Light of light descending from the realms of endless day  
that powers of hell may vanish, as the darkness clears away. 

 

At his feet the six-winged seraph, cherubim with sleepless eye, 
 veil their faces to the Presence, as with ceaseless voice they cry,  

“Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia, Lord Most High!”  
      – Liturgy of St. James 

 

PRAYER after COMMUNION 
 

S E N D I N G  
 

HYMN — Blest Be the God of Israel                                                                                MERLE'S TUNE 

Blest be the God of Israel, who comes to set us free; 
who visits and redeems us, who grants us liberty. 

The prophets spoke of mercy, of freedom and release; 
God shall fulfill that promise and bring the people peace. 

 

God from the house of David a child of grace has given; 
a Savior comes among us to raise us up to heaven. 
Before him goes the herald, forerunner in the way, 

the prophet of salvation, the harbinger of day. 
 
 



 

 

On those who sit in darkness the sun begins to rise, 
the dawning of forgiveness upon the sinner's eyes. 

God guides the feet of pilgrims along the paths of peace. 
O bless our God and Savior with songs that never cease! 

 

POSTLUDE — Toccata per L'elevazione - Girolamo Frescobaldi  
 
 
 

QUESTIONS for REFLECTION 

- What words, blessings, and actions have laid the foundation for your life? 
- Who helped lay a foundation of faith for you? 

- How are you helping to build a foundation of faith for others? 
 

 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

*Please note all announcements for Sunday bulletins are due by noon the Tuesday before  
they are to be published.  Please email announcements to Bulletin@MPCusa.net. 

REGARDING TODAY'S SERVICE 
Most of today's liturgy is written by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed | A Sanctified Art LLC| sanctifiedart.org. 

LIGHTING TODAY'S ADVENT CANDLES 
The lighting of the Advent candles today are members 
of the Evans and Stoner families:  Carol Evans, 
Elizabeth Stoner, and Nancy Stoner. 
 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL UPDATE 
Calling the priesthood of all believers!  During this 
Advent Adult Sunday School will be exploring the 
many dimensions of the Incarnation.  Carol Carpenter 
and Travis Keys will be leading a four-week 
conversation centered around the Incarnation video 
series by Adam Hamilton.  If you are interested you 
can either attend in-person in room 220 from 9:30 a.m. 
to 10:15 or via Zoom from a link Pastor Alex sends 
each week.  If you would like to be added to the 
distribution list, please contact Pastor Alex at  
alexlester-abdalla@mpcusa.net .  We hope you will join 
us! 
 

CLOTHING CENTER DONATIONS 
Due to generous amounts of donations, please NO 
CLOTHING donations until January 3.  Household 
items are being accepted at this time.  See schedule at 
www.mpcusa.org/clothing-center for drop-off days/
times and materials accepted at this time. 
 

 

 

This Saturday! 



 

 

CHRISTMAS ANGEL TREE 
We are happy to announce that the Church Angel Tree is back for the Christmas Holiday!  We are once again 
working with the Food Center to prepare toiletry bags for the many individuals we service each week from the 
Lower Bucks County and greater Trenton area.  The Angel Tree is in the Communication Center and we are ask-
ing anyone interested in taking an Angel from the tree to put together a 1.5 gallon Ziploc bag filled with the fol-
lowing items:  

Ziploc bags are available next to the tree, if needed. 
 

A "blessing" from MPC is printed on the back of the angel and should be included inside each bag letting the re-
cipients know that God loves them!  We also know how generous our congregation is, but ask that you not include 
extra items in the bag.  Instead, perhaps fill another bag!  
 

The Ziploc bag can be dropped off Monday nights from 7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m., Tuesday mornings from 9:00 a.m. - 
11:00 a.m., or before/after the Sunday worship services in the box marked "Angel Tree" in the Communication 
Center.  We ask that all bags be delivered no later than December 28 for distribution to our Food Center clients 
beginning in the New Year!  We are so grateful and thankful for all of you, and for all you do each year to make 
the Angel tree such a success!   
 

If you have any questions, you can email Patti Sheffer at patricia.sheffer@yahoo.com or Lori Newman at 
mne4444276@aol.com. 

• A few tooth brushes 

• Mouthwash - small bottle 

• Bar of wrapped soap 

• Deodorant (neutral scent) 

• Razors 

• Chapstick 

• Hand lotion 

• Hand sanitizer 

• Mask 

mailto:patricia.sheffer@yahoo.com
mailto:mne4444276@aol.com


 

 

 

CONTACT  US  

MORRISVI LLE  PRESBYTERI AN CHURCH  S TAFF  
771 North Pennsylvania Ave. | Morrisville, PA 19067 | 215.295.4191 | Office@MPCusa.net 

Rachel A. Rhodes, Senior Pastor & Head of Staff (ext. 234) ........................................................ RachelRhodes@MPCusa.net 

Alexander Lester-Abdalla, Associate Pastor (ext. 225) ........................................................ AlexLester-Abdalla@MPCusa.net 

Jack McAnlis, Minister of Visitation (ext. 232) ................................................................................. JackMcAnlis@MPCusa.net 

Timothy Carpenter, Director of Music ........................................................................................... TimCarpenter@MPCusa.net 

Yun Kang, Principal Organist ................................................................................................................. YunKang@MPCusa.net 

David Sterling, Property Manager (ext. 231) ................................................................................... DavidSterling@MPCusa.net 

Laurie Jacobson, Financial Secretary (ext. 226) ........................................................................... LaurieJacobson@MPCusa.net 

Damon Miller, Communication Coordinator ......................................................................................DamonMiller@MPCusa.net 

Nicole Brice, Administrative Assistant (ext. 0) ............................................................................................. Office@MPCusa.net 

MPC Weekly Calendar 

SUNDAY, December 5  
Second Sunday of Advent 
 9:30 a.m. Sunday School for All Ages 
 10:00 Boy Scout Troop 3 
  Christmas Tree Sale 
 10:30  Worship Service Sanctuary 
 10:30  Worship Service Livestream 
 

MONDAY, December 6 
 6:00 p.m. Boy Scout Troop 3 
  Christmas Tree Sale 
 6:30 Mostly Motets Sanctuary 
 7:00 Boy Scout Troop 3 Fellowship Hall 
 

TUESDAY, December 7 
 6:00 p.m. Boy Scout Troop 3 
  Christmas Tree Sale 
 6:00 Boy Scout Pack 3 Fellowship Hall 
 6:30  Alcoholics Anonymous Room 220 
 7:00 Food Center Room 4 
 

WEDNESDAY, December 8 
 9:00 a.m. Food Center Room 4 
 Noon Brown Bag & Bible Conference Room 
 6:00 p.m. Boy Scout Troop 3 
  Christmas Tree Sale 
 6:00 Pack 3 Webelos Room 104 
 6:00 Youth Club Fellowship Hall 
 7:00 Girl Scout Troop 2888 Room 220 
 7:15 Chancel Chimes Sanctuary 

THURSDAY, December 9 
 10:00 a.m. Clothing Center Room 4 
 Noon Alcoholics Anonymous Room 220 
 6:00 p.m. Boy Scout Troop 3 
  Christmas Tree Sale 
 6:30 Oakville Girl Scouts Room 220 
 6:30 To Live Again Fellowship Hall 
 7:00 Chancel Choir Sanctuary 
 

FRIDAY, December 10 
 6:00 p.m. Boy Scout Troop 3 
  Christmas Tree Sale 
 7:00 Pack 3 Wolf Den Fellowship Hall 
 7:00 Alcoholics Anonymous Room 220 
 

SATURDAY, December 11 
 9:00 a.m. Boy Scout Troop 3 
  Christmas Tree Sale 
 9:00 Clothing Center Open House 
 

SUNDAY, December 12  
Third Sunday of Advent 
 9:30 a.m. Sunday School for All Ages 
 10:00 Boy Scout Troop 3 
  Christmas Tree Sale 
 10:30  Worship Service Sanctuary 
 10:30  Worship Service Livestream 


